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A Simple Guide

Copyright for Lecturers 
The Dutch Copyright Act stipulates that parts of existing work may be reused for the purpose of non-
commercial education. Please use the following guide to check when as a lecturer you are required to
obtain permission.

General
•	 Citing Sources: When using parts of someone else’s work (text, audio, and visual material) you must cite the 
	 source. This also applies when using parts of your own work or teaching materials that are a compilation of 
	 other people’s work (e.g., PowerPoint presentations). 
•	 Linking via URL: It is preferred to link to a digital publication rather than downloading and sharing the 
	 publication. This limits the number of copies in Canvas. One does not require permission to link to copyright 
	 protected materials that are legally published or to the Library’s digital content.

Step 1 – Copyright free material

•	 Has a work’s copyright expired? Then you do not need permission to copy extracts. A work’s copyright 
	 expires 70 years after its author has passed away or 70 years after the work was first published if it was created 
	 by a legal entity. 
•	 Does the work have a Creative Commons License? Then you are free to use the publication on the condition 
	 that you cite both the source and the CC-licence. 
•	 You are free to use copyright free images. For images with a Creative Commons License please see
	 search.creativecommons.org.

Step 2 – Short Extracts

• 	 If the publication is not copyright free material then the Easy Access-regulation (Dutch only) applies. You are 
	 free to use up to 25% of a book or journal’s issue, with a maximum of 50 pages. This also applies to poetry, 
	 sheet music, and song lyrics. 
•	 Want to use images that do not have a Creative Commons License? You are free to use a maximum of 25 
	 images from each publication. For more information please see the Library’s website.

Step 3 – Long Extracts (permission not required)

Do you want to use more from one single publication than is permitted by the Easy Access-regulation? Please 
check the UvA License list. If the UvA has a license for long extracts then you do not need to obtain permission.  

Step 4 – Long Extracts (permission required)

Does your situation not apply to point 3 and does the UvA License list state that the publisher does not allow 
long extracts to be used? Then you are required to get permission to use long extracts from Stichting UvO. 
Request the client number and password via auteursrecht@uva.nl and log-in to the UvO-portal:
www.stichting-uvo.nl (Dutch only). 

More Information or Questions?
Please see the library’s Copyright Information Point or contact us at auteursrecht@uva.nl.
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