
First round table discussion on sustainability at the UvA 

The UvA announced a refined ambition with respect to sustainability in the midterm review of the 
Strategic Plan: ‘We want to play a pioneering role and develop a clear, ambitious vision on 
sustainability concepts that resonates in all aspects and layers of the UvA.’ 

To achieve this ambition, a sustainability programme will be developed which encompasses 
education, research, impact and business operations, including a clear and ambitious vision, common 
goals as well as specific strategic measures. Sustainability will play a key role in the UvA’s new 
Strategic Plan. But what exactly is being done in the area of sustainability at the UvA and what can be 
improved? In response to these questions, the UvA is speaking with staff and students over the 
course of three round table discussions.  

The first session was held on 5 June. A total of 28 researchers, managers, policy officers and students 
came together to discuss how research at the UvA can contribute to sustainability. Executive Board 
member Jan Lintsen kicked things off by emphasising that while many efforts are already being made 
in the realm of sustainability, there is still much more to be done in the years ahead and the Strategic 
Plan will play an important role in this process. Antoine Heideveld of Het Groene Brein [‘The Green 
Brain’], a network of scientists which develops new sustainability business cases for companies, 
subsequently made an impassioned plea for more interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research. 
Only if scientists work together, including with external partners, can we look ahead to a sustainable 
future. 

Research and sustainability 
The ensuing discussions centred on a number of essential questions relating to sustainable research: 
How can sustainable and interdisciplinary research be encouraged at the UvA? What should be done 
about the proportion of theoretical/fundamental versus applied research? And what about flying to 
universities and conferences abroad? 

Remaining sessions 
The two remaining round table discussions – on sustainability in education and operations – will take 
place later this month. Based on the results of these sessions, an inventory of current sustainability 
efforts at the UvA and best practices from other universities, a green paper will be prepared with 
proposals for further increasing the UvA’s impact in the area of sustainability.  

Do you have ideas about how the UvA can become more sustainable? If so, please share them with 
Ewout Doorman (e.r.doorman@uva.nl). 


